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Three floors of mini-golf 
out of this world 


Library event attracted a 
number of new patrons 


By Karen A. Lewis 
Correspondent 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— With a smile on his face and 
a spring in his step, 9-year-old 
Ducati Sedlier was just one of 
a number of volunteers who 
helped at the mini-golf course 
fundraiser, held at the Haston 
Free Public Library last Friday 
and Saturday. 

“It felt pretty good, because 
I always like helping and it’s 
pretty fun when I help,” Sedlier 
said. 

Coming across an 18-hole 
mini golf course 1s probably one 
of the last things anyone would 
think would be in a library, 
however, both the Friends of 
the Library group and Haston 
Library Director Dawn Thistle 
and her staff collaborated to 
create a unique experience for 
all to enjoy. 

“We've been working on this 
for a month,” Thistle said, who 
explained she had heard of oth- 
er libraries transforming their 
space into mini-golf courses 
for a designated period of time. 
“Although most of those li- 
braries only had nine holes, we 
did 18.” 

Between a great deal of cre- 
ativity and the use of the won- 
derful backdrop of the library, 
Thistle and the Friends group 
designed each hole into some- 
thing that somehow tied into 
the space it was near. 


Please see GOLF, page 8 


ys 


— 7 uv 7 7 
~ _ : i 
. : ~ 7 ~ pais. 
Z , " pie - . 
_ ~ — ~ 7 bd Pa * 3 ’ 
“7 4. > oe Sy *. 
7 ee iy .& anes ‘ 
Ne + : = 5 ot, a%e 
Jf! 4, Xt - ~ () a a eo, > 
~ tek / oe =. — . e  T , . , 
: y- Sear oC ‘ * 2 
» Se — aA by S er; . 
poy) een a We a» - ‘ i ’ , 
Fy - - = \* i f ’, >, “hs , 
" . os 
Dis ‘0:3 7S 4 : 
Wel ay ee A - | 
we Ly . SOS Sey’ Agee 
. ; *. |) Famili ‘ 
=) i Pie a | oS . eet y 45 a id 
ua . - ‘ + ' 4 , 4 
Wt. - 4 : + y ~ 1 e 
. ’ 


ss 


VRPT RDG ay . 
sahieah bv > oe eta 2 
= Se ee ORS t tan : 
. - ef , 
Ln Pa 5 he 
i 4 . 


Pee ha bee] 


SD Barks i wet " 
MCS EAR SI 


Nine-year-old Ducati Sedlier proudly stands by Hole #1 — Space, created by his mother, 


Dawn, a member of the Friends of Haston Library. 
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Edwin Morales, corporate purchaser of the Publick House Historic Inn, with a 


shrimp, corn and bacon chowder. 





Chowder Fest to 


help those in need 


By Lydia Grossi 
Correspondent 


STURBRIDGE — Hun- 
dreds of chowder enthusiasts 
were on hand to taste test a 
wide variety of chowders at 
the 11th annual Chowderfest 
his past Sunday at the Stur- 
bridge Host Hotel. The room 
was filled with 13 restaurants, 
including Elm Centre Café, 
The Publick House Restau- 
rant and Sturbridge Seafood 
to name a few. 

The Tri-Community Ex- 
change Club helped make 
this event possible and has 
supported local children and 
families in need in the Stur- 
bridge, Charlton and South- 
bridge area. The event had 
many door prizes, silent auc- 
tion items and raffle items 
that were auctioned off. 


The smell of sweet corn, 
sweet potato, shrimp and ba- 
con wafted throughout the 
corridors of the Sturbridge 
Host Hotel as many satis- 
fied community faces tried 
the various chowders. Each 
restaurant had something 
tasty to offer, all while com- 
peting for the public’s vote 
for their favorite chowder. 
The Overlook of Charlton, 
was a new face at this year’s 
chowderfest with their “Sa- 
lute to Summer Chowder.” 

“This is our first time 
at the Chowderfest and we 
think it is fantastic,” said Jer- 
emy Roush, chief of culinary 
services at The Overlook. 
“It is a fun and tremendous 
event. We are performing 
with a lot of great restau- 


Please see CHOWDER, page 7 





Sturbridge Fire Department 
makes ice rescue Sunday 


STURBRIDGE — _ Stur- 
bridge firefighters and bystand- 
ers rescued two men who fell 
through the ice on Walker Pond 
at Wells Park Beach Sunday, 
Feb. 23. 

At approximately 12:38 p.m., 
the Sturbridge Fire Depart- 
ment was dispatched to Walker 
Pond at Wells Park Beach for 
two parties who had reportedly 
fallen through the ice. Charlton 
Fire was also dispatched to as- 
sist. 

Upon arrival, crews found 
one male party had already 
been removed from the water by 


bystanders who were able to flip 
over a picnic table and push it 
out onto the ice. He was on the 
shore and wrapped in a blanket. 

The second man was approx- 
imately 50 yards from shore. 
Sturbridge Fire Lt. Matt Rod- 
erick and Sturbridge Firefighter 
Joshua Thomas donned expo- 
sure suits and deployed the res- 
cue alive sled. He was secured 
to the sled and then extricated 
to shore. 

Both male parties were 
transported to UMass Memo- 
rial Hospital via Charlton and 
Sturbridge ambulances. 





North Brookfield native’s work selected for art show 


WORCESTER — Kalie 
Harding is among 14 Worces- 
ter State University student 
artists accepted to be featured 
in prestigious competitive 
exhibition, the annual Arts- 
Worcester College Show. 

Harding, who 1s studying 
visual arts, is one of 14 stu- 
dents representing Worcester 
State University in this year’s 
show. She said that her piece 
is a linocut carving created in 
a printmaking class and in- 
spired by her cat, Rory. 

“WSU’s Visual and Per- 
forming Arts Department 
congratulates Kalie, her fel- 
low WSU students and all of 


the Worcester artists whose 
works of art are being fea- 
tured in the 16th annual Arts- 
Worcester College Show,” 
said Amaryllis Siniossoglou, 
Worcester State University 
professor of studio art. “Each 
of our students’ pieces reflects 
their hard work, creativity 
and vision. We’re honored to 
be part of the ArtsWorces- 
ter tradition again this year 
as it continues to recognize 
Worcester’s inspiring, rising 
artists.” 

Harding’s piece is one of 
73 featured works of vari- 


Please see ART, page 6 
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Worcester State University art student 
Kalie Harding, of North Brookfield, has 
linocut carving exhibited in the Arts- 
Worcester College Show 
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WEST BROOKFIELD — A cau- 
cus open to any Democratic voter 
registered in West Brookfield will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 29, at 10 a.m., 
in the upstairs conference room at 
the Merriam-Gilbert Library, 3 West 
Main St. Registered but unenrolled 
town voters are welcome to change 
registration to Democratic at the 


Creative writing and publishing workshop set 


WEST BROOKFIELD — The fifth 
annual creative writing and publish- 
ing workshop will be held on Sunday, 
March 15, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the 
Salem Cross Inn in West Brookfield. 

Local award-winning author Ed 
Londergan provides a full day of infor- 
mation. “The workshop will cover the 
entire writing and publishing process 
from how to develop ideas, story struc- 
ture, character development, creation 
of atmosphere/location, how to put to- 
gether a chapter, creating authentic dia- 
logue, the flow of the book and how to 
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- community - 
West Brookfield Democrats to pick delegates at caucus 


caucus and fully participate. 

The event is held to select delegates 
to the party’s 2020 state convention and 
provide voters with information about 
activities to prepare for primary and 
general elections this year. Democrats 
will select a U.S. Senate nominee in Sep- 
tember’s state primary leading up to the 
Nov. 3 general/presidential election. 


hold readers interest,” Londergan said. 
“With the great interest local writers 
have in getting published, I thought it’s 
best to spend more time on that aspect 
than I have in past workshops. Finding 
an agent, which is complicated and diffi- 
cult, will also be addressed.” 

“The purpose of the workshop is to 
help those people who want to write but 
don’t know where to start, or have had 
an idea for a story that’s been bubbling 
in their head for years and finally want 
to put it on paper. I also help people 
that have written something and need to 


“It will require everyday people to 
get involved and take on the turnaround 
our nation and our environment need, 
for our generation and those coming 
along,” Bob Datz, chairman of the West 
Brookfield Democratic Town Commit- 
tee said. “This 1s the time to stand up.” 

Any registered Democrat may rep- 
resent West Brookfield as a delegate 


know how to move ahead.” 

The past workshops have been at- 
tended by a variety of people of all 
ages and occupations from 12-year-old 
students to 75-year-old retirees, all of 
whom have a story to tell. 

“One of the things that past attend- 
ees have enjoyed and learned from is 
the writing exercises,” Londergan said, 
“They write about everything from their 
favorite holiday memory to their pets to 
what they had for breakfast.” He uses 
fun writing prompts for the exercises. 

“Back-and-forth discussion is always 


to the state convention scheduled Sat- 
urday, May 30, at the Tsongas Center 
in Lowell. This nominating convention 
will endorse candidates for statewide 
office. 

For more information about the 
West Brookfield Democratic Town 
Committee visit go to its Facebook or 
email wbdtc0O1585@gmail.com. 


for March 15 


a popular part of the day. Attendees 
learn from each other. Individual issues 
or problems anyone 1s having with their 
writing are discussed and the group 
helps them with suggestions and ob- 
servations. At times, there have been a 
lot of “that happened to me and here’s 
what I did.” 

The cost is $95 and lunch 1s included. 
The workshop is limited to 20 partici- 
pants and registration is required. The 
registration deadline is March 7. To reg- 
ister email ed.londergan@gmail.com or 
call 508-864-8685. 





WBES students exhibit their 
work at local art gallery 


WEST BROOKFIELD — One 
again the West Brookfield Art & 
Frame Gallery, at 10 East Main St., 
will exhibit more than 220 self por- 
traits created by West Brookfield El- 
ementary School students. The gallery 
will welcome the students and their 
families on Friday, Feb. 28, from 5 
to 7 p.m., as they view the artistic en- 
deavors in a real art gallery. The proud 
faces on the artists as they point out 
their portraits are precious. Some are 


serious, some are silly, and some look 
just like the artist. Owner Rebecca Fay 
dares anyone to try not to smile while 
they're viewing the exhibit. Come cel- 
ebrate these amazing children as indi- 
viduals and artists. 

This year the gallery has teamed up 
with the Salem Cross Inn on Route 9 
in West Brookfield. Those who attend 
the show will recetve a coupon good 
for a free kids meal for every adult 
meal purchased that night. 





Babysitters Academy to take 
place Tuesday, April 21 


WARE -— Baystate Mary Lane will 
sponsor a Babysitters Academy in 
April to ready area youth for spring 
and summer babysitting responsibil- 
ities. The one day program will take 
place Tuesday, April 21 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. in the Main Conference Room 
located on the second floor. 

The Babysitters Academy 1s a cer- 
tified babysitter program for young 
adults ages 11 '2 to 16. The Tuesday 
session offers potential babysitters 1n- 
struction in baby care, first aid, CPR, 
fire safety, home security, child behav- 


ior and accident prevention. 

Participants are given a course 
booklet containing helpful tips and 
other information, and will receive a 
graduation certificate upon completion 
of the course. The program is offered 
by the Parenting Education Program 
at Baystate Medical Center. There is a 
$75 fee per student, then $30 for each 
additional family or group member. 
Space 1s limited. For more information 
or to register, visit baystatehealth.org/ 
parented and click on Infant and Child 
Care or call 413-794-5515. 





Baked potato buffet on March 13 


STURBRIDGE — The Federated 
Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale 
presents its Second annual baked po- 
tato buffet on March 13, from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m., in Fellowship Hall at 8 Ma- 
ple St. The buffet includes a baked po- 
tato with a variety of toppings, coffee, 


tea or Juice. Assorted desserts are also 
for sale. Advance tickets from church 
members or at the church office at 8 
Maple St. at 508-347-3915. 

Tickets are $6 per person, and chil- 
dren 6 and under are $4. Take-out or- 
ders are available. 





Rabies clinic to be 


WARREN -— The town will host a 
rabies clinic on Saturday, March 14, 
from 9 to 11 a.m., at the Warren High- 
way Garage, 87 Brimfield Road (Route 
19). The shots are $15 per person and 
will be provided by the VCA Wick- 
aboag Animal Hospital. Owners must 
bring their animal’s last rabies certifi- 
cate with them. 


held on March 14 


The Town Clerk will also be pres- 
ent to issue dog licenses for 2020. The 
license fees are $11 per animal, male 
or female, and $7 for neutered male or 
spayed female. 

All dogs and cats are required by 
law to have a rabies vaccine. Vaccinat- 
ing pets against rabies protects both 
your pets and owners. 





EQLT to hold video contest 


HARDWICK — The East Quabbin 
Land Trust will hold a video contest. 
People may submit a short video that 
showcases their outdoor adventures on 
conservation land. EQLT seeks submis- 
sions of short films (1-3 minutes) em- 
bracing winter themes, though anything 
outdoors will do. People may take a 
video of animals, sunsets, winter fields, 
icicles on leaves, found mittens. 

In recent months, the East Quabbin 
Land Trust has been overjoyed to see 
people checking into preserves and tak- 
ing photographs at Mandell Hill, the 
Fitness Trail, Moose Brook Preserve 
and many others. 


People may share their finished work 
with Sophie at youtheducation@EQLT. 
org.All submissions will be posted on 
the land trust Facebook page. 

This video contest is open to any and 
all folks, who live around the area. “I 
am so grateful for nature to soothe my 
greatest wounds and uplift even more 
my happiest days.” Sophie, 24, (Amer- 
icorps) youth education coordinator, 
EQLT. 

Formal video submissions for the 
contest will be due Friday, Feb. 28, 
though any art or photo/videos people 
want to make of EQLT properties are 
always encouraged. 





NBHS Class of 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
North Brookfield High School Class of 
1960 reunion will be held on Sunday, 
May 17, at 308 Lakeside (formerly the 
Lashaway Inn), in East Brookfield. 


1960 reunion 


Those interested in going are asked 
to sign up by May 1. 

To sign up, contact Tim Parker at 
RiterTim@gmail.com or call him at 
413-967-3343. 





Basketball try-outs scheduled 


BROOKFIELD —- Team MASS 
Boys AAU Basketball will hold try outs 
for boys on Saturday, Feb. 29. Boys in 
grades four, five and six will try out from 
10 to 11:15 a.m. at the Brookfield Ele- 
mentary School, 37 Central St. Boys in 
grades nine, 10 and 11 will try out from 
1 to 2:15 p.m. Sign-up only, there is no 
try out for varsity players in districts. 


Girls will just sign up on Feb. 29, and 
try outs will be at a later date. 

Please bring each child’s birth cer- 
tificate and a $20 try-out fee. Arrive 
15 minutes early. In case of inclement 
weather check the website, www.team- 
massboys.com and www.teammassgirls. 
co for more information. Coaches and 
assistant coaches are always needed. 





Ashe and Gobi announce public forum 
on crumbling concrete foundations 


MONSON - State Rep. Brian Ashe, 
D-Longmeadow, and state Sen.Anne 
Gobi, D-Spencer, will be holding a 
public forum on Saturday, March 14, 
from 10 a.m. to noon, at the Granite 
Valley Middle School auditorium, at 
21 Thompson St., to update residents 
throughout Western Mass on the sta- 
tus of crumbling concrete foundations 
caused by the presence of pyrrhotite. 

They will also discuss the state reim- 
bursement program as well as present 
the final report filed by the Crumbling 


Concrete Foundations Study Commis- 
sion. The commission was tasked with 
examining the financial and economic 
impacts of crumbling concrete founda- 
tions by identifying the affected loca- 
tions and overall estimated cost to fully 
restore the damaged foundations. The 
report also recommends what steps the 
state should take to address the overall 
issue and what action can be taken to 
best assist affected homeowners. 

After a brief presentation, there will 
be a question and answer period. 


WEST BROOKFIELD -— _ The 
Quaboag Historical Society is currently 
requesting nominations for the annual 
Lucy Stone Achievement Award and 
the Irving and Jane England Award. 

Each year, the historical society rec- 
og 7nizes its most impressive com7- 
munity leaders and volunteers with 
these two awards, which are presented 
at the society’s annual April luncheon. 
The Lucy Stone Achievement Award 
is given annually in observance of the 
commonwealth’s desig7nation of Lucy 
Stone Day on March 8. Born on Coy 
Hill in West Brookfield, Stone worked 
tirelessly throughout her life to obtain 
equal rights for all individuals. She was 
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community 
Quabaog Historical Society seeking award nominations 


a lecturer for abolitionist and equal 
rights groups, as well as the found7er 
and editor of The Woman’s Journal. 
For the Lucy Stone Award, the 
Quaboag Historical Society requests 
nomination letters for any person living 
in one of the six Quaboag Plantation 
area towns (the four Brookfields, New 
Braintree and Warren). Residents are 
asked to nominate individuals whose 
volunteer efforts have helped make 
their communities better places to live. 
The nominating letters should provide 
a brief explanation of why the writer 
believes the nominee 1s deserving of the 
award. The name, address and phone 
number of both the nominator and the 


nominee must be included in the letter. 

“For this award, we are seeking 
nominees who have done an exempla- 
ry job of giving back through commu- 
nity service,” said QHS Co-President 
Amy Dugas, who described the motto 
of the Lucy Stone Award as honoring 
residents who make the world a better 
place. 

The Irving and Jane England Award, 
also presented annually by the QHS, is 
given each year to a resident of West 
Brookfield who has helped better the 
community through community ser- 
vice. Nomination regulations for this 
award are the same as those for the 
Lucy Stone award. 
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Dugas and other QHS leaders feel 
it’s important to take a few moments 
each year to honor those who con- 
tribmute countless hours to improving 
their communities. 

“Those people willing to put in the 
time and get involved, and make a sig- 
nificant contribution to the community, 
should be recognized,” Dugas added. 

All nomination entries for the awards 
should be submitted to the QHS by 
Wednesday, March 18. The recipients 
will be invited to attend the QHS annu- 
al luncheon meeting. 

Nomination letters should be mailed 
to The Quaboag Historical Society, P.O. 
Box 635, West Brookfield, MA, 01585. 





Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary 2020 winter lecture series 


WALES — Winter lectures at the Nor- 
cross Wildlife Sanctuary are offered on 
Saturdays at 1:30pm. Please RSVP by 
calling 413-267-9654. The lectures are 
free; however, attendees are asked that 
to bring a canned good or non-perish- 
able food item to support the local food 
pantry. In case of inclement weather 
please call ahead, check our Facebook 
page or visit www.norcrosswildlife.org. 


Saturday, March 7 
Design-less gardening: 
a naturalistic approach 
Disregard traditional design rules 
and adopt a new approach to garden 
design. Look to nature for inspiration. 


What clues can be take from the land- 
scape to help a site to thrive? Learn to 
evaluate sunlight, moisture, soil and 
other factors to encourage a successful 
garden that does not require many in- 
puts in the way of watering, fertilizing 
and extra coddling. Dan Jaffe, Norcross 
horticulturist and propagator, will show 
attendees how to create a low mainte- 
nance garden that actively supports the 
environment and provides beauty for 
all-- people and pollinators alike. 


Saturday, March 14 
You, me and climate change 
Climate Change: It’s what’s for din- 
ner.. Not just tonight but every night 


for the foreseeable future. Since we 
know what’s being served up we may 
as well come up with a creative menu 
to deal with or mitigate the changes 
to come. Excess CO2 1s not the prob- 
lem; it’s a symptom as are the extreme 
weather patterns. Fossil fuel is only a 
fraction of the excess carbon 1n the at- 
mosphere. Trevor Smith, lead designer 
at Land Escapes Design, will go past 
the scary numbers and the heartbreak- 
ing photographs of emaciated polar 
bears floating alone on a piece of ice 
and break out individuals can do. He 
makes it clear that the power to slow or 
stop climate change doesn’t rest solely 
in the hands of government and will 


leave everyone inspired and empowered 
to take action. 


Saturday, March 21 
Bare trees and naked shrubs 

No leaves? No problem! Boot Bout- 
well, a freelance itinerant naturalist 
and educator, will show attendees how 
to use a combination of branching 
patterns, bud and bark characteristics, 
habitat, persistent fruits, galls and mar- 
cescent leaves to help identify woody 
plants in winter. Attendees will use 
both bud and twig samples to study the 
subjects. While this is an indoor presen- 
tation, there will be the option to go for 
a walk afterward. 





A night of social media education will be paired with the perfect wine 


HARDWICK — Let’s Get Social: 
Chikmedia and Healthy Town Living 
will be hosting a night of social me- 
dia and personal branding education 
paired with the perfect wine from local 
vineyard, Hardwick Vineyard and Win- 
ery, on Thursday, March 19, from 5 to 7 
p.m., at Hardwick Winery, 3305 Green- 
wich Road. These local businesses are 
teaming up to shape the future of local 
female entrepreneurs, while indulging 
in local, tasty treats. 

The social media and _ personal 
branding workshop will cover all the 
basics and share knowledge on the vital 
components needed to launch a com- 
prehensive, effective personal brand. 
Trends, demographics and successful 
tips on how to brand yourself effective- 
ly will be covered, along with the ins 
and outs of the social media platforms 
that fuel the success of a campaign. The 
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workshop will cover the must-haves for 
a professional online presence and will 
teach what types of content works best 
and where it should be posted to en- 
gage more followers. 

Healthy Town Living, a partner in 
this event, crafts her own recipes or 
modifies others, to make them health- 
ier. Owner Donna Holden’s mission 1s 
to inspire and educate others to live a 
healthy life by creating recipes that can 
show the community how to turn local- 
ly-grown ingredients into healthy and 
satisfying recipes. Healthy Town Living 
will be work with Reeds Country Store 
and local farms to create a delicious, 
healthy meal, which will nicely with 
a glass of local wine from Hardwick 
Vineyard and Winery for guests to en- 
JOY. 

“T am so excited to bring Chikme- 
dia to Hardwick,” said Holden. “We 


We Deliver 
Open 7 Days a Week: 
Ut Fo 70 Me aot 


208 West Main St., West Brookfield, MA 
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MUSHROOM PIZZA 
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have a lot of amazing female entrepre- 
neurs and businesses in this rural area 
that can really benefit from this type 
of event. Sometimes we get forgotten 
about out here in the country, so I love 
to showcase and remind people to look 
locally before they go searching beyond 
for food or services. I also love that this 
is a wonderful time for our community 
to come together to network and ap- 
preciate what they are bringing to this 
area.” 

“This workshop is intended to be for 
all levels of social media users: those 
who have just started, and those who 
are looking to fine tune their skills,” 
said Meghan Rothschild, owner and 
president of Chikmedia. “In today’s 
world, keeping up to date on the latest 
is critical to success, and this workshop 
will do just that.” 

Chikmedia is a boutique firm that 


Saturday Night 
February 29, 7-10pm 


Dan Feeley 


ating WATERFRONT DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY 
308 EAST MAIN STREET, EAST BROOKFIELD 


t Pat 
Free vi turday 


Friday 774-449-8333 


puts an emphasis on female-run orga- 
nizations and women business owners; 
offering strategic marketing planning 
and creative public relations. Started 
by award-winning women, Chikmedia 
seeks to improve marketing campaigns, 
target messaging and create campaigns 
that reflect individual business person- 
alities. 

Healthy Town Living is an online 
destination for all things, healthy living 
and eating. Holden, lives an active life- 
style who loves to cook and eat healthy, 
“real” food. Intrigued by what food can 
do to a person, and how food choices 
can influence the way a body feels, she 
crafts her own recipes or modifies oth- 
ers, to make them healthier. 

Anyone who wishes to _ attend 
should contact Meghan Rothschild at 
Meghan@chikmedia.us. 
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Looking 
before we leap 


By Joan E. B Coombs 
Guest columnist 


GG ook before you 
leap” are words 
of wisdom. This 


proverbial expression cau- 

tions us to carefully consider the consequence 
of our actions and choices. It advises us to re- 
ally think about what you want to do before 
you do it. 

This year of 2020 is a known as a “Leap 
Year.” Usually every 365 days equals one 
years, but in our common calendar year, every 
four year has one extra day in February. Add- 
ing an extra day keeps planet earth in sync 
with the astronomical or seasonal year. This 
year, Saturday, Feb.29, 2020, is that extra day. 

But, before we leap into those additional 
24 hours, perhaps we can consider interesting 
facts? 

Do you know that those who are born on 
Leap Year Day may be called “leaplings,”’ and 
that their actual birth date happens only every 
four years? However, family and friends can 
celebrate what day on either Feb. 28 or March 
1. Regarding births on Leap Year Day, statis- 
tics appear to show the news that a baby has 
about a one in a 1,461 chance to be born on a 
Leap Year day. 

“What about weddings on Leap Year 
Day?” you may ask. For those who were mar- 
ried on that date, they will officially celebrate 
fewer wedding anniversaries. However, I re- 
cently learned that one of the main reasons 
for choosing that specific date was, “Because 
it was easier to remember.” 

Reportedly there are Leap Year adages to 
see before we leap into those extra 24 hours: 

“Happy Leap Year Day. Why not use these 
extra 24 hours to their fullest? Do something 
kind and make a difference in someone else’s 
day?” 

“Take a leap. This is that free day you’ve 
been waiting for. It’s an extra 24 hours you 
didn’t have last year.” 

A leap 1s a word signifying action. A jump; 
a bound over a hurdle. Merriam-Webster also 
states: “It can also resemble a change made 
in an area of ultimate concern.” Or, it may be 
defined as “A sudden passage or transition.” 

Within any one of the above definitions, 
could the days before the upcoming 24-hour 
Leap Year day be a time of thoughtful prepa- 
ration? Can the days following be times of 
leaps and bounds towards your personal 
goals? 

As we consider goals, perhaps the famous 
words that astronaut Neil Armstrong said 
when walking on the moon on July 20, 1969, 
“This is one small step for a man. One giant 
leap for mankind” can influence even the 
smallest of steps we take to reach our goals. 

Well-known, Boston-based artist, author 
and outstanding calligrapher, Margaret Shep- 
herd, has stated, ““When were not sure of how, 
when and where to go, sometimes your only 
available transportation 1s a leap of faith.” 

And, there’s always time for a “leaps and 
bounds’ quip to brighten our paths. Doug 
Larson, often quoted Wisconsin-based editor 
and columnist wrote, “Life expectancy would 
grow by leaps and bounds if green vegetables 
smelled as good as bacon.” 

May our days before and after the Leap 
Year Day of 2020 be filled with accomplish- 
ments because we spent time looking before 
we leaped. 
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Get a head start on perennial planting 





his week I will sow my first 
seeds of the growing season. 
No, it is not time to plant 
your tomatoes, or even your pep- 
pers. It is the perfect time, however, 
to sow the seeds of your favorite 
perennial flowers. And if you must 
plant a vegetable or two, onions 
and leeks both welcome a head 
start indoors. It’s best to look up 
the germination requirements of 
the perennials you would like to start. The 
recommendations here are for those consid- 
ered “easy,” without the need of any special 
pre-treatments. 

For seasoned seed-starters, the following 
will be a bit of a refresher. Those that are 
“sreen” to the indoor seed-starting scene, 
take note: following these guidelines will 
nearly guarantee successful seedlings. It’s 
true...no more lanky seedlings, or seed- 
lings that fall flat nearly as soon as they pop 
through the soil. 

Remember the seed starting mix I spoke 
of awhile back? If not, a blend of fine- 
ly milled peat moss or coir with some tiny 
chunks of vermiculite to hold water is my 
“soil” of choice for starting seeds indoors. 
It is essentially sterile, free of pathogens and 
weed seeds. A day before you plan to sow 
your seeds, dump some of the soil into a 
clean bucket and add water. Mix thoroughly 
with a gloved hand and let it sit until you are 
ready to use it. This extra step will eliminate 
any dry pockets that could wick water away 
from your seeds. 

Once you are ready to sow, gather clean, 
sterilized containers. Used salad contain- 
ers, top and all, work great, as do those that 
mushrooms come in; just be sure to make 
drainage holes in the bottom. Using a nail to 
make a small hole helps. Fill your container 
with moistened seed starting mix and tap it 
on a hard surface to settle the soil. Add more 
and repeat, so that the mix is about a half- 
inch from the top of the container. Firm the 
soil with a clean hand or pot bottom. Take a 
pot label and make shallow rows in the soil 
about two inches apart from one another. 

As a general rule, seed that can be han- 
dled with your fingers can be inserted into 
the furrow without touching one another 
then covered slightly. Those that are tiny 
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should be sown on the soil surface. 
Here 1s a trick to space small seeds: 
Fold an index card and drop some 
seed into the fold. Swish it back 
and forth to spread them out even- 
ly. While holding the index card 
over the indent, gently tap it. Seeds 
will pop out nicely spaced from 
one another. When all your seeds 
are sown, label the containers and 
put them in a tray. Top with a clear 
plastic humidity dome or tented bag as this 
will help prevent the soil from drying out. 
Salad containers that come with a top make 
it easy. Folks often wonder why this step is 
necessary. Understanding the process of ger- 
mination helps. Seeds must be kept moist so 
that the seed coat will soften and crack. Then 
the root and shoot will emerge. 

Now, it is time to place your tray on heat- 
ing cables designed for seed starting. Seeds 
will sprout faster and more consistently if 
you use them. They aren’t exactly inexpen- 
sive, but will last for decades if used for only 
a few weeks each season. For those of you 
who will start a flat or two of plants, save 
yourself the expense and find a spot in your 
house that stays in the 70-degree range. I 
have set plants on a shelf above the radiator, 
on top of the freezer, and even close to the 
woodstove. All will work. 

Once seeds have germinated it is time to 
take the seedlings off the bottom heat and 
provide them with direct light for 14 hours 
a day. The easiest way to achieve this is pur- 
chase a shop light outfitted with two fluo- 
rescent bulbs. If you position the plants just 
inches away from the lights you will produce 
the stockiest seedlings possible. I have my 
lights on a chain suspended from the ceiling 
where I can raise and lower them to accom- 
modate growing plants. 

Good luck with your seed starting en- 
deavors this upcoming week. 

Roberta’ McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, She has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in the subject 
line. 
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STURBRIDGE — The Joshua Hyde 
Public Library is participating in the 
Boston Bruins 13th annual PJ Drive to 
benefit the Department of Children and 
Families’ Wonderfund and Cradles to 
Crayons. The PJ Drive’s goal is to collect 
13,000 pairs of new pajamas. Many of 
the pajamas donated go to local DCF of- 
fices in the area where they were collect- 
ed, benefitting local kids and teens. DCF 
estimates that at any given time the agen- 
cy is working with 45,000 babies, children 
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and teens. 

“Personally, this is an event that is 
close to my heart, and I am thrilled that 
the Joshua Hyde Library will once again 
be collecting pajamas for kids in our 
community who need them,” said Li- 
brary Director Becky Plimpton. 

The Boston Bruins PJ Drive runs 
through March 15. The library will be 
collecting new pairs of pajamas for ba- 
bies, children and teens at the library, and 
there are drop off boxes at the Sturbridge 


Coffee House, 407 Main St. and Wild 
Flour Kolaches, 57 Main St. 
Participating libraries will compete 
with other organizations for special Bru- 
ins prizes including tickets to a Bruins 
game to be given to lucky library patrons. 
The Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners works with the Boston 
Bruins to coordinate library participa- 
tion in the drive. Libraries from around 
the state use the Massachusetts Library 
System’s delivery service, typically used 
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to send books and other library materi- 
als, to send their PJs to area collection 
locations which increases libraries’ ability 
to participate in the drive. 

Programs during this time include: 

Friday, March 13, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
— PJs and Pizza Movie Night, showing 
“Office Space,” with registration neces- 
sary at sturbridgelibrary.org. 

These events are sponsored by the 
Friends of the Joshua Hyde Public Li- 
brary. 





First-ever Restaurant Week 
to start March 16 


STURBRIDGE -— Sturbridge Eco- 
nomic Development and ‘Tourism 
Coordinator Kevin Filchak and the 
Sturbridge Tourist Association have an- 
nounced the first-ever Restaurant Week 
in Sturbridge. In fact, in an effort to 
draw even more patrons to Sturbridge, 
the STA will be holding it over a two- 
week period, and it will begin on March 
16 and end on March 29. 

Now, unlike normal _ restaurant 
weeks, the STA’s Restaurant Week is 
not asking restaurants to create a menu 
based on pre-fixed prices. Rather the 
STA will be investing up to $3,000 in 
local and regional advertisements to 
encourage patrons to come to every 
Sturbridge restaurant during this two- 


SPRINGFIELD — Registration is 
open for Springfield Technical Com- 
munity College’s Asphalt Academy 
Pre-Apprenticeship Program, which 
begins March 9. 

The program provides an oppor- 
tunity to obtain asphalt certifications 
through training in the new mobile as- 
phalt classroom at STCC. 

Anyone now working in the asphalt 
industry can enhance their career 
through New England Transportation 
Technician Certification Program ad- 
vanced certifications. 

Those who are interested in a ca- 
reer in the asphalt industry may wish 
to consider the Pre-Apprenticeship 
Asphalt Quality Control program 


week period. This way every restaurant, 
regardless of their size, theme or menu, 
can participate. For this Restaurant 
Week, the STA encourages restaurants, 
but does not require them, to create a 
new special dish during this period to 
help give patrons new reasons to visit 
their establishments. 

The goal of this Restaurant Week 1s 
to help highlight the many wonderful 
restaurants here in Sturbridge and to be 
a boost to the local economy. 

For those who have questions or 
comments regarding the STA’s Restau- 
rant Week, please contact the Economic 
Development and Tourism Coordinator 
at 508-347-2500, ext. 1411 or kfilchak@ 
sturbridge. gov. 


Friends of the Sturbridge 
seniors offer a bus trip 


STURBRIDGE — The Friends of 
the Sturbridge Seniors are happy to 
offer to the general public a day- 
time bus trip beginning on Thursday 
March 12, when it travels by deluxe 
motor coach on an approximately 
60-minute ride to the fabulous Venus 
DeMilo in Swansea. to see Ireland’s 
most exciting young tenor, Emmet 
Cahill. 

He is the star of PBS Phenome- 
non Celtic Thunder. He will perform 
many of the Irish classics as well as 
some favorite Broadway hits. He 
will be joined by the Emerald String 
Quartet, who are four young ladies 
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STCC Asphalt Academy class starts Monday, March 9 


with paid on the job training, career 
counseling, an NETTCP certification 
and transitioning into the Massachu- 
setts Aggregate and Asphalt Pavement 
Association Apprenticeship program, 
said Elliot Levy, senior director of 
the Workforce Development Center at 
STCC. 

Levy said some scholarship funds 
may be available. Call the Workforce 
Development Center at 413- 755-4225 
for details. 

STCC now has a state-of-the-art 
asphalt testing laboratory that recre- 
ates labs used in the industry. In addi- 
tion, STCC received a donation from 
Aggregate Industries, of Wrentham, 
a member of MAAPA of addition- 


al equipment including scales, a sieve 
shaker and sieves used to test the grad- 
ing of coarse and fine aggregates. 

Students can work with state-of- 
the-art equipment in addition to being 
able to train in the new lab. 

“We are grateful to Aggregate In- 
dustries for their generous donation 
and support,” Levy said. 

The asphalt training is possible 
through collaborative efforts with the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts De- 
partment of Transportation, MAAPA 
and the NETTCP. 

The class is filling fast and limited 
seats are available. For more informa- 
tion, visit stcc.edu/wdc or call 413-755- 
4225. 


creating the sweetest sounds from 
their string instruments. Also there 
will be the All Male Dublin City 
Dancers who will shake up the audi- 
ence with their high-stepping dance 
numbers. For $92 everyone will have a 
plated lunch of corned beef and cab- 
bage or baked haddock, plus Venus 
DeMilo’s famous minestrone soup, 
vegetables, breads, dessert, coffee and 
tea, bus transportation and this fabu- 
lous show. 

For additional information on 
these wonderful trips, please contact 
Linda Fortier at 508-347-1452 or by 
email at bestoftimes2020@aol.com. 


Founded in 1967 and located on 35 
acres of the Springfield Armory Na- 
tional Historic Site, STCC is a major 
resource for the economic vitality of 
Western Massachusetts. As the only 
technical community college in Mas- 
sachusetts, STCC offers a variety of 
career programs unequalled in the 
state. STCC’s highly regarded transfer 
programs in business, advanced man- 
ufacturing, healthcare, liberal arts and 
STEM fields continue to provide the 
most affordable options for students 
pursuing a four-year degree. It has an 
annual enrollment of about 7,000 day, 
evening, weekend, and online students. 

For more information about STCC, 
visit www.stcc.edu. 
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Monday, Feb. 10 

12:29 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

2:44 a.m. 911 — Utility Issues South 
Pond Road — Checked/Secured 

12:50 p.m. 911 — 911 Misdial East 
Main Street — Spoken to 

8:22 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
North Brookfield Road — Services Ren- 
dered 

9:29 p.m. Phone — Medical Alarm 
Harrington Lane — Transported to Hos- 
pital 


Tuesday, Feb. 11 
9:39 a.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Acci- 
dent Howe Street — Transported to Hos- 
pital 


Wednesday, Feb. 12 
9:33 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 


Thursday, Feb. 13 
2:05 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Harrington Street — Citation Issued 
6:20 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop North Brookfield Road — Written 
Warning 


Friday, Feb. 14 

1:14 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop North Brookfield Road — Written 
Warning 

3:07 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Pleasant Street — Transported to Hospi- 
tal 

11:59 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 


Saturday, Feb. 15 
10:12 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Howe Street — Written Warning 
5:26 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 


Maple Way — Transported to Hospital 

7:54 p.m. Initiated — Parking Com- 
plaint East Main Street — Citation Is- 
sued 


Sunday, Feb. 16 

1:01 a.m. Phone — 911/Hang-up Call 
Maple Street — Spoken To 

1:19 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Podunk Road — Transported to Hospi- 
tal 

7:28 p.m. 911 — Welfare Check East 
Main Street — Arrest(s) Made 
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WEST SPRINGFIELD -— Registra- 
tion is now open for “Basics for Black- 
smithing,’ an educational class at Stor- 
rowton Village Museum. The class is an 
introduction to the craft of metalwork- 
ing and will be taught in the museum’s 
Clark Blacksmith Shop, a building that 
dates back to 1853. 

The “Basics of Blacksmithing” 
course will cover fundamental smith- 
ing skills such as tapering, spread- 
ing, bending, scrolling and shoulder- 
ing, techniques present in all levels of 
blacksmithing, whether creating simple 
hooks or more complicated projects. 
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Students will also understand shop 
safety, the differences of working at 
coal and gas forges, and the working 
pace of a smith. 

Willow Zietman, an artist black- 
smith and blacksmithing instructor 
from Lunenburg, will teach students 
the basics of heating and shaping steel. 
Trained at Pioneer Village in Salem, 
Haystack Mountain School of Crafts 
in Deer Isle, Maine, and at Penland 
School of Crafts in Spruce Pine, North 
Carolina, she currently teaches classes 
at Prospect Hill Forge in Waltham and 
The Steel Yard in Providence, Rhode 


Blacksmithing basics classes offered 


Island. Zietman has also demonstrated 
the trade at events such as the New En- 
gland Blacksmiths Fall Meet and Prov- 
idence’s PVDFEST. 

“Willow is an accomplished smith 
who has a non-traditional approach to 
teaching others about the traditional 
trade of working with iron,” said Muse- 
um Director Jessica K. Fontaine. “We’re 
lucky to have her as an instructor for 
one of the most popular educational 
opportunities here at the Village.” 

“Basics of Blacksmithing” will take 
place Thursday evenings from March 
12 through April 30, from 6:30 - 9:30 





p.m. The maximum class size is four 
students and no previous experience 1s 
necessary to enroll in this class. Tools 
and leather aprons will be provided for 
use and metal will be included for prac- 
tice and exercises. The cost for this class 
is $385, with proceeds to benefit the 
museum’s educational programs. 

Online sign-ups are open until 
March 11, or until the class is full. After 
that time, interested students will be put 
on a waitlist for future blacksmithing 
classes at the museum. To learn more 
and to register, call 413-205-5051 or vis- 
it storrowtonvillage.com. 





Gov. Baker to help celebrate grand opening of HCC Campus Center 


HOLYOKE -— Holyoke Community 
College will welcome Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er and other state and local officials on 
Friday, Feb. 28, for the grand opening 
celebration of its Campus Center, fol- 
lowing a two-year, $43.5 million, top- 
to-bottom renovation and expansion. 

The event begins at 2 p.m. for tours, 
remarks, ribbon-cutting, food and a 
variety of student-led activities on all 
three floors of the 66,000-square-foot 
facility. 

Other expected guests include Patri- 
cia Marshall, deputy commissioner for 
Academic Affairs and Student Success 
at the Department of Higher Educa- 
tion; Holyoke Mayor Alex Morse; state 
Sen. Jo Comerford, of Northamp- 


ton; State Rep. Aaron Vega, of Holy- 
oke; State Rep. Lindsay Sabadosa, of 
Northampton; State Rep. Daniel Car- 
ey, of Easthampton; State Rep. Brian 
Ashe, of Longmeadow; and State Rep. 
Angelo Puppolo, of Springfield. 

A short speaking program in the 
second floor dining area will begin at 
2:30 p.m. with remarks from Baker; 
state Secretary of Education Jim Pey- 
ser; HCC President Christina Royal; 
and Maiv Lee-Ruiz, a nursing student 
and New Student Orientation leader 
from Holyoke. 

Before and after the speeches, guests 
will be invited to sample food prepared 
by HCC Dining Services/Aramark; lis- 
ten to live music from an HCC student 


quartet; play dominoes with students 
in El Centro (home to HCC’s Multi- 
cultural Academic Services program); 
watch eSports students in action on 
a virtual playing field; buy HCC gear 
in the College Store; and visit HCC’s 
Student Engagement area to talk to 
students representing clubs and other 
campus activities. 

The Campus Center first opened in 
1978, and had been plagued by insidi- 
ous leaks and water damage for decades 
before it was closed for reconstruction 
in 2017. The lower floors of the build- 
ing were essentially gutted down to its 
concrete foundation and supports be- 
fore being rebuilt. It reopened for the 
start of the fall 2019 semester while 


construction crews continued the finish 
work. 

Key parts of the project included 
adding about 9,000 square feet to the 
57,000-square-foot building, enclosing 
an external walkway on the second 
floor to expand the dining area, squar- 
ing off the sloping fagade and encap- 
sulating the entire building to make it 
water tight, adding an atrium entrance 
off the HCC Courtyard on the west 
side and a bridge over Tannery Brook 
that leads from a dedicated visitors 
parking lot to a first-floor welcome 
center, where visitors and students will 
find easier access to HCC’s offices of 
Admissions, Advising, Careers, Trans- 
fer and Testing. 





Second Chance performs 
55,000 spay/neuter 


SPRINGFIELD — Second Chance 
Animal Services has marked another 
milestone in their 20-year history of 
helping pets in need. The organization 
performed their 55,000th spay/neu- 
ter surgery earlier this month at their 
newest nonprofit veterinary hospital in 
Springfield. 

Springfield Hospital Director Julie 
Sullivan said, “our staff took just a 
moment to mark the milestone surgery, 
then quickly continued because so 
many pets need our help.” The Spring- 
field hospital started offering low-cost 
spay/neuter a little over a year ago. 

Sullivan is grateful for the program 
which not only helps control pet home- 
lessness but can improve the lives of 
pets receiving the surgery. Every week, 
Second Chance hospitals are called on 
to perform emergency spays for female 
pets suffering from a pyometra, a po- 
tentially deadly infection of the uterus. 
Routine spays and neuters can help 
protect pets from many life-threaten- 
ing conditions including pyometra and 
testicular cancer. 

Second Chance’s low-cost spay/ 
neuter program began in 2005 at the 


East Brookfield shelter to help stem 
pet homelessness in the surrounding 
community. Today, hundreds of pets 
come to the three nonprofit hospitals 
in Springfield, Worcester and North 
Brookfield each month for spay/neu- 
ter surgery in state-of-the-art surgical 
suites made possible by grants and 
generous donors. 

Second Chance surgeons are spe- 
cially trained to perform the high- 
est-quality high-volume surgeries. Pets 
check in early morning and are dis- 
charged later the same day so they can 
recuperate in the comfort of their own 
homes with their owners. 

Second Chance founder and CEO 
Sheryl Blancato is proud of the long- 
standing low-cost spay/neuter pro- 
gram and said, “Thanks to these 
surgeries, less pets are ending up in 
Massachusetts shelters, which means 
more pets in shelters are getting a sec- 
ond chance.” 

Pet owners who would like to take 
advantage of this program for their pet 
can visit www.secondchanceanimnals. 
org and fill out a S.P.O.T application 
under the Vet Care tab. 
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STCC’s veterinary assistant 
training program starts March 2 


SPRINGFIELD — Registration 1s 
open for Springfield Technical Commu- 
nity College’s veterinary assistant train- 
ing program, which begins March 2. 

The course runs through August, 
with classes meeting Mondays and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m. to noon. Elliot Levy, 
senior director of the Workforce Devel- 
opment Center at STCC, encourages 
prospective students not to delay regis- 
tration since space 1s limited. 

The training prepares students to 
keep animals healthy, care for them 
when they are ill and assist veterinarians 
in their offices. 

Veterinary assistants work directly 
under the supervision of veterinarians 
and the veterinary technician as they 
perform procedures, examinations and 
treatments. They provide basic care for 
animals, such as feeding and exercis- 


ing the animals, while learning how to 
recognize signs of illness and disease, 
performing laboratory procedures, 1n- 
teracting with clients, and performing 
general office procedures. 

Veterinary assistants work in animal 
hospitals and clinics, animal shelters, 
laboratories, zoos, and animal parks. 

The training marks the first step to- 
ward getting a start in a field where the 
jobs are in high demand. According 
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
veterinary assistant jobs are expected to 
grow 19 percent between 2018 and 2028, 
which is much faster than the average 
for all occupations. 

For more information and to enroll 
online, visit stcc.edu/wdc/descriptions/ 
veterinary-assistant. To contact the 
Workforce Development Center Office, 
call 413-755-4225. 





Tech Class of ’70 to hold reunion 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield 
Technical High School Class of 1970 
will hold their 50th Reunion Saturday, 
April 25 from 5:30-11:30 p.m. at Spring- 
field Country Club, 1375 Elm St., West 


Springfield. Tickets are $60 per person 
and must be purchased by April 10. For 
more information, call Vinnie Iuliano at 
508-633-5000 or email viulianosr@aol. 
com. 





ART from page 1 


ous mediums by 60 artists of several 
Worcester colleges and universities. 
The show opened with a reception on 
Jan.31, and runs through March 7, at 
ArtsWorcester’s gallery at 44 Portland 
St. 

The Worcester State Visual and Per- 
forming Arts Department offers an 
interdisciplinary, student- centered, ar- 


tistic education that prepares students 
for professional lives in the arts. Its ed- 
ucational spaces encompass the Fuller 
Theater, practice rooms for music and 
art studios at the University’s Sagamore 
Studios. VPA students gain in-depth 
knowledge of their preferred art form 
of art, music or theatre plus an under- 
standing of what the arts have in com- 
mon, and how they are performed and 
exhibited in the real world. 





Jeremy Roush, chief of culinary services of The Overlook, in Charlton, 
with his contributon to the chowders. 
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(Pictured in middle with chef hat) is Tom Simons, chef at Enrico’s of 
Sturbridge, with his Thai green curry and lobster chowder. 
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Some of the members of the Tri-Community Exchange Club, pictured 
left to right are David Cantwell, President Sheri Babinski and William 
Broughton. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS BY LYDIA GROSSI 


CATERING * EVENTS. < WEDDING 





Chef Jay Powell, of JP’s Twisted BBQ & Grille, was serving their roasted 


corn and sweet potato chowder. 


WEW ENGLAND 2m 
DISTRICT 


serving a hearty vegetable chowder. 





Pictured in the middle with plaque is Jeremy Buteau, head chef of Elm Centre Café and the first place winner, 


with his lobster shrimp bacon corn chowder. 





Hearty 
Vegetable 
Chowder 





Left to right are Jessica and Jeremy Buteau, of Elm Centre Cafe in 


Southbridge, with a lobster, shrimp and bacon corn chowder. 





Pictured in the middle in white is Jeremy Roush, chief of culinary services at The Overlook, who won second 


place with their “salute to summer chowder.” 





Pictured in the middle wearing maroon is Albert Maykel, of the Cohassee Country Club, of Southbridge, who 


won third place with his classic New England chowder. 


from page | 


rants for a great cause. Today, we are 
serving our chowder which is made 
up of butter poached Maine lobster, 
smoked Nantucket scallop, ancho chili 
roasted corn, Yukon gold potato and 
Vermont cream and butter.” 

“We are so thankful to be here an- 
other year,” said Sheri Bibinski, presi- 
dent of the Tri-Community Exchange 
Club. “The Tri Community Exchange 
Club is a small group of about 12 mem- 
bers; we are small but mighty,” 

Other newcomers to this year’s 
Chowderfest were Cohassee Country 
Club, located in Southbridge. “We have 
our classic New England Chowder to- 
day and this has been a good day. It has 


been busy, a good turn out and our fla- 
vor 1S unique because it has a twist to 
it. People seem to like it and we serve 
this on our menu which seems to be a 
hit,” said Albert Maykel, head chef at 
Cohassee Country Club. 

As many chowder fans tasted their 
favorite flavors, everyone was welcome 
to put their bid on their preferred raf- 
fles and silent auction items. The spe- 
cial balloon raffle donor was also in- 
corporated in this year’s Chowderfest 
with four Red Sox Tickets donated by 
All Star Incentive Marketing. At the 
end of the event, each person who pur- 
chased a special balloon which found 
their raffle ticket inside. 

The event continued with other sa- 
vory delights presented by Elm Centre 


Pictured at far right is Ken Yukimura, owner and head chef of Sturbridge Seafood, with his triple corn chowder 
with king crab and chorizo corn fritter. 


Cafe, with their lobster shrimp-bacon 
corn chowder. “This is our second year 
and it 1s so incredibly busy here! All 
the good food and the turnout is awe- 
some,’ said Jeremy Buteau head chef at 
Elm Centre Café. Other dishes includ- 
ed, shrimp, corn and bacon chowder 
by the Publick House, Thai green curry 
and lobster by Enrico’s, hearty vege- 
table chowder from Red Baron Din- 
er and roasted chicken corn chowder 
from Old Sturbridge Village. 

“We are expecting to raise about 
$10,000 today and we are so thankful 
for all the restaurants, raffle donors, 
special balloon raffle donor and silent 
auction donors,” Babinski said. “We 
appreciate everyone that has come out 
and our team is amazing. All of the 


money goes towards giving back to 
the Tri-Community. Our main focus is 
the prevention of child abuse and the 
profits go back into the Tri- Communi- 
ty Exchange area programs of service. 
We had about 500 to 600 people come 
show their support today and we added 
high tops and tried to incorporate feed- 
back from previous years into today’s 
event.” 

The winners of the silent auction, 
raffle items and special balloon raffle 
were called out. The crowd also pa- 
tiently waited as the first, second and 
third place winners of the Chowderfest 
were announced. In first place was Elm 
Centre Café, with second place going to 
The Overlook in Charlton, and third 
place to The Cohassee Country Club. 
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Golfing down the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame at the Haston Library is 8-year- 
old P.J. Lucier of North Brookfield. 


Library in North Brookfield last Saturday. 





It’s a family affair as 5-year-old Milo gets some help from father Scott 
Robinson when they tried their luck on the sports hole at mini golf at 
the library last Saturday. Reed, 6. 


THE CENTERED PLACE 
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YOGA & MEDITATION CLASSES 


advertisers 
make this 

publication 
possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Quaboag 


Current 


VOTED BEST YOGA 
STURBRIDGE TIMES READERS 


Free Newcomers Yoga Class: Saturday March 7, 2 to 4 pm 
By attending, get 10% off your ist class card purchase. 


saved me from a life of Join ongoing All Levels yoga classes anytime. 


back pain." ~ John D., Meditation 101: Quiet Your Mind, Find Your Self 
Ware Tuesday March 10, 17 & 24: 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
“It helped me look at the 
practice of meditation 
differently. I now realize I 
can do it. I sleep better 
and am more present in 
my life.” ~ Carla W., Ware 


"I am convinced that yoga 
at The Centered Place 


Please register: email info@thecenteredplace.com or call 413 436-7374 


286 BRIDGE ST. WARREN MA 


413 436-7374 
WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 
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Four-year old-Aria Lucier reaches in the hole for her golf ball as she has fun playing mini golf at Haston 


Checking out the Dr. Seuss mini golf hole in the Children’s Room of the 
Haston Library are left to right Ella Critelli, 6, , Aria Critelli, 3, and Molly 





rN Le A 


CHICKEN BREAST rn. BO 
WHOLE CHICKENS rune. DD‘ 


FILLETS ots stone OD 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH pally \. 4 CHEESE $4 99 


=== SAVINGS © SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


GOLF from page 1 


“My favorite hole was number seven, where the 
snake went from the second floor to the first floor, 
making it kind of an automatic hole in one,” said 
Sedlier; whose main job over the weekend was a run- 
ner — shuttling golfer’s coats to the finish line and tak- 
ing all the used putters with golf balls back to the first 
hole. 

The entire course was spread throughout the three 
floors of the historic and beautiful building. For a 
small fee, golfers would begin on the second floor, oth- 
erwise known as the Children’s Room, make their way 
to the first floor and eventually wrap things up on the 
ground floor where prizes and goodies awaited at the 
popular 19th hole. 

Holes were evenly distributed with six on each floor, 
and included themes of dinosaurs, Dr. Seuss, the Wiz- 
ard of Oz and more on the children’s floor, romance, 
thrillers and even a hole with pictures of Erasmus and 
Elvira Haston, the benefactors of the library on the 
first floor, and finally holes that featured sports, cook- 
ing and additional subjects that helped to conclude 
the course on the basement level. 

The only slight exception was the hole Sedlier was 
referring to, a snake like tube that began in a small 
room off the children’s section at the top of a set of 
stairs and wound down to the adult area on the first 
floor. 

Sedlier also helped his mother, Dawn, a Friends’ 
member, on her special project for the first hole — a 
huge silver space ship. 

“T love this,” said 8-year-old golfer P.J. Lucier, while 
he was concentrating on his game by the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame and movie hole. “I like going up and 
down the stairs seeing all the different holes.” 

Lucier’s mother, Heather, was thrilled to support 
the library and glad for something local to do with 
her family. 

“T think this is a great fundraiser,” Heather Lucier 
said. “My son PJ. has his Cub Scout meetings here 
sometimes, and my daughter, Aria, loves coming to 
the library and sitting with the Children’s Librarian, 
Miss Rosemary.” 

The impressive course was set up after hours last 
Thursday night and hosted over 70 people between 
Friday and Saturday afternoons. 

“We wanted to make sure we held it on a school 
vacation day,” Thistle said. “I think it’s helped people 
to see what we have, regarding the library materials, as 
people have to go through the entire library to golf.” 

Members of the Friends group who were volun- 
teering also thought the event sparked interest in both 
the regular patrons and others who were first-time vis- 
itors. 

“It’s a nice marketing tool,” said Friends’ member 
Shirley Cummings. “It got new people to come in and 
hopefully they will come back as patrons. One young 
man has lived in town for three years and had never 
come to the library until this weekend to golf. He said 
he would be back.” 

Aside from this smaller fundraiser, the Friends runs 
two other fundraisers during the year — an annual fall 
appeal donation drive and the annual book sale get- 
ting ready to happen over the next few weeks. 

Friends’ President Jan Moran mentioned she 
wished more people in the community had stopped by 
for the fun mini-golfing event. 

“A lot of work by a small amount of people went 
into this,’ Moran said. “One family even came twice.” 

The Robinson family from North Brookfield was 
finishing up their game when they stopped to express 
their thoughts on the event. 

“It’s difficult in the winter to find something fun 
to do that’s close by,” said Keri Robinson, mother of 
8-year-old Max and 5-year-old Milo, who were both 
having a great time. 

“It’s cool to see the library come together for the 
community and offer something fun,” said father 
Scott Robinson. “It’s nice to know this is a safe place 


to go.” 
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Final vote for 
State tournament 
looms this week 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — It comes 
down to a meeting scheduled 
for Friday, Feb. 28 at 9:45 
a.m. to decide whether the 
Massachusetts __Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association 
will move forward with a 
proposal to have a statewide 
postseason tournament, and 
eliminate the sectional tour- 
naments. 

The vote will take place at 
special meeting of the Board 
of Directors at Assabet Val- 
ley Regional Technical High 
School beginning at 9:45 
a.m. 

The meeting will be held 
for representatives from the 
380 members schools, all of 
which will have a vote on the 
proposal. 

For Western and Central 
Massachusetts, the state- 
wide tournament proposal 
would create a 32-team state 
tournament with additional 
teams vying to qualify by a 
.500 record. 

It would eliminate the 
sectional tournaments that 
currently take place in most 
sports. 

Overall, the proposal has 
seen some resistance from 
many athletic directors in 
Western Mass., who believe 


the statewide proposal favors 
the eastern part of the state. 

Another contentious 1s- 
sues 18s how the teams will be 
ranked. Because of the diver- 
sity of teams and leagues in 
Western Massachusetts, the 
region has used the Walk- 
er system for many years. It 
factors elements like wins, 
wins against other qualify- 
ing teams, and strength of 
schedule, applying point 
values to teams in certain 
leagues. 

The Western Mass. tour- 
nament, starting next year, 
and then state tournaments, 
if they are voted through 
for the fall 2021, would be 
ranked using MaxPreps. 

One of my many ques- 
tions brought up during 
various informational meet- 
ings and discussions about 
the proposal is how exact- 
ly MaxPreps will rank the 
teams. However the rank- 
ings system is not made very 
clear. Coaches and athletic 
directors will be required to 
enter win-loss and result in- 
formation to the MaxPreps 
website, but the formula to 
determine rankings is “pro- 
prietary” and is not being 
disclosed publicly, leaving 
athletic directors with ques- 


Please see VOTE, page 12 
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Tantasqua pulls out win 





By Chris Drosehn 
Sports Correspondent 


WARREN — There are times 
and moments when something 
that happens within the game 
is bigger than sports. Sports 
are generally about competing 
to the best of your abilities and 
trying to win. However, at Se- 
nior Night for the boys varsity 
basketball team of Quaboag 
Regional, the night was about 
something larger than sports. 


_— 


UL 
Moar 


prior to postseason 


The team lost to Tantasqua 
Regional at home. It was a lop- 
sided score, 63-39, with Tanta- 
squa pulling out the win. How- 
ever, the raucous crowd, and all 
eyes in the gym turned to what 
would happen with Quaboag 
Senior, Adam Bolaske. 

Bolaske was the only senior 
for Quaboag being honored 
during senior night, but he has 
been injured all year. He had 


Please see WIN, page 12 
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PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAR SMUGMUG.COM 


Above, Tyler Hall grabs this rebound. Left, 
Drew Martinez twists to gain possession 
of this ball. 











last week when competing at the Clark Tournament in Worcester. 


PHOTOS BY KAREN A, LEWIS 
Left, Panther senior Dylan Hoekstra battles a Westboro opponent for the ball. Right, Quabbin junior Brendan Whitelaw controls the ball 


By Karen A. Lewis 
Sports Correspondent 


WORCESTER - Although 
things didn’t go quite as 
planned, the Quabbin boys 
basketball team can hold their 
heads high, regardless of falling 
45-40 to Westboro last Mon- 
day afternoon 1n the first round 
of Clark Tournament action in 
the heart of Worcester. 

“Achieving the opportunity 
to play at the Clark Tourna- 
ment, on the college court 1s 
always an honor,” said Panther 
senior and game leading scorer 
Croix Jenkins with 15 points. 
“However, this does not take 
away greatly from the dissatis- 
faction of defeat.” 

Facing last year’s Clark 
Champions in the larger school 
category was not going to be 
easy, and unfortunately after a 
quick and sole Quabbin lead 
in the first quarter, Westboro 


Panther boys fall to Westboro in Clark opener 


stepped in and never looked 
back. 

“We fell behind 10-2 and 
had to call a precious time 
out to reset and refocus,” said 
Quabbin head coach Dennis 
Dextradeur. “After the first 
few minutes, it was an evenly 
played game and we actually 
outplayed them in the second 
half. The loss of that early time 
out hurt us at the end of the 
game, with no time outs avail- 
able.” 

Although the Rangers (13-7) 
were only sixth seed to the Pan- 
thers (15-5) third, Westboro 
had a deep roster and proved 
challenging for Quabbin. 

“Westboro was a complete 
team, no one player stood out 
as a player to stop, everyone 
from their team contributed 
points, making them difficult 
to focus on defensively,” stated 


Please see OPENER, page 13 
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Western Mass. Basketball Bracketology 





Editor's Note: These brackets represent Turley Sports picks for the upcoming basketball tournaments. They are for the enjoyment of our readers. 
Please play along and compare your brackets to ours and see if you can pick the winners, too. 


DIVISION 1 BOYS 


Quarter Finals mlitclmmellls Finals 


DIVISION 1 GIRLS 


mlitlemellls alitel ss 





Champions 
1 Central (19-1) 





Central 
Central 
4 Commerce (14-6) 
Holyoke 
5 Holyoke (11-9) 
Central 
2 Putnam (15-5) 
Putnam 
Putnam 
3 Sci-Tech (16-4) 
Sci-Tech 


6 Minnechaug (12-8) 
Division 1 Boys 
Central had a bounce-back season after losing a few games last season. The Golden 


Eagles lost just once this season. Holyoke will reach the semifinals, but will fall to Central. 


Putnam and Sci-Tech will go at it in the other semifinal, with Putnam prevailing. Central 


beats Putnam in the i IVISION 2 BOYS 


mlitclemellls alitel es 


OTE ac aa litel Gs 


Quarter Finals 
1 Central (12-7) 


Champions 





Central 
Central 

4 Westfield (11-9) 

Holyoke 
5 Holyoke (10-10) 

Central 
2. Minnechaug (16-4) 
Minnechaug 
Chicopee 

3 Chicopee (14-6) 

Chicopee 


Division 1 Girls 
Central is tough to knock off, but Minnechaug managed it earlier this season. But Central 
has come along of late. Minnechaug had a strong season, but the injury of a top player 
could hurt in the playoffs. We pick Chicopee to come out and challenge Central for the 


nme DIVISION 2 GIRLS 


Quarter Finals miitclm mele alitel es 





Champions 
1 Chicopee (16-4) 





Chicopee 
Chicopee 
4 Quabbin (15-5) 
Tantasqua Pacers 
5 Tantasqua (13-7) 
Chicopee 
2 Longmeadow (13-7) 
Longmeadow 
7 Ludlow (10-10) 
Taconic 
3 Taconic (16-4) 
Taconic 


6 Belchertown (9-11) 


Division 2 Boys 
Chicopee continues to get better and earns the top seed in the D2 tourney. We think 
this year will be the Pacers’ year, led by 1,000-point scorer Kobe Parker. Ludlow and 
Belchertown will reach tournament for the first time in a while. But both will fall to more 
experienced playoff teams. 





Champions 
1 Northampton (14-6) 





Northampton 

8 Pittsfield (10-10) 
Northampton 
4 EE. Longmeadow (13-7) 
Tantasqua 
5 Tantasqua (15-5) 
Taconic 

2 Longmeadow (13-7) 

Longmeadow 
7 Amherst (15-5) 

Taconic 
3 Taconic (18-2) 
Taconic 


6 Quabbin (15-5) 


Division 2 Girls 
Northampton will be upset in the finals by Taconic, which plays a Berkshire schedule and 
won 18 games this season. Quabbin and Tantasqua fall in the earlier rounds. 


DIVISION 3 BOYS 















Round 1 Quarter Finals —_ Final Four Finals Champions Finals Final Four Quarter Finals Round 1 

1 Narragansett 2 Sabis 

(18-2) (12-8) 
Narragansett Sabis 

8 _ Greenfield Mt. Greylock South Hadley 7 South Hadle 

ay Mt. Greylock South Hadl I 
. Greyloc outh Hadle 

9 Mt. Greylock RETA, 10 Mahar 

(14-6) (10-10) 
Wahconah Frontier Frontier 

4 Wahconah 3 Frontier 

72 Hnasac Back in Division 3, South Hadley will make some vA Athol 
(10-10) noise in this year's tournament after a bounce-back 9-11) 

Wahconah season. But Frontier and Wahconah will make the Frontier 

5 Renaissance finals with Frontier pulling through in the finals of the 6 Monument Mtn 
(16-4) Renaissance D3 tournament. Monument Mtn (15-5) 

12. Murdock 1 Palmer 
(14-6) DIVISION 3 GIRLS (11-9) 

Round 1 Quarter Finals —_‘ Final Four Finals Champions Finals Final Four Quarter Finals Round 1 

1. Wahconah 2 Hampshire 

(16-4) (13-7) 
Wahconah Hampshire 

8 Frontier Wahconah Hampshire 7 South Hadle 

(14-6) _ U i (11-9) 
rontier : ahar 

9 _ Palmer MW WUUClurer 10 Mahar 

(10-10) (12-8) 
. Wahconah Hoosac Hoosac 

4 Greenfield 3 Hoosac 

(19-5) Greenfield __ Division 3 Girls Hoosac re) 
South Hadley is no longer the top seed, paving the 
| way for Wahconah and Hoosac to make the finals 
Greentield without much difficulty this year. We pick Wahconah Hoosac 

5 Sabis over Greenfield in a competitive semifinal. Hoosac, 6 Granb 

(11-9) Sabis with a win over Division 1 Minnechaug, should win Granby (10-10) 
the final. 

12 Easthampton 11 Mt. Greylock 

(12-8) (10-10) 





CHICOPEE — This year marks 
the 35th year Kevin Vann has enjoyed 
coaching youth basketball—and for 16 
of those years, he has provided young 
people in Greater Springfield and North- 
ern Connecticut with the chance to play 
in a competitive tournament. 

As the founder of the George Webb 
Memorial Basketball Tournament, 
which supports the Boys & Girls Club of 
Chicopee, Vann was proud to announce 
this year to sponsors and participants 
that the event topped the $200,000 fund- 
raising mark in 2019. 

“Thank you for standing with me 
over the past 16 years, supporting the 
kids of the club,” he said. “I have a deep 
passion for basketball, yet my 35 years 
of coaching pales in comparison to the 
108 years that the Boys & Girls Club 
of Chicopee has been there every day 
for the now 358 boys and girls of this 
city. They are children who desperately 
need encouragement, companionship, 
challenge and opportunity to help them 
grow into responsible and respected hu- 
man beings.” 
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Webb tournament set to take place in March 


The largest basketball tournament 
of its kind, the 15-day event tips off on 
March 13 at the club, ending on March 
28. Each year, the tourney draws hun- 
dreds of spectators to watch more than 
40 teams of boys and girls play. 

Vann founded the George Webb Me- 
morial Basketball Tournament in 2005 
to honor his late friend, George Webb, 
who died of cancer at age 52 in 2004. A 
basketball player who shot hoops at the 
club on Tuesday evenings, Webb rarely 
lost a game, and, Vann said, “When he 
did, he showed true sportsmanship to 
whoever he was playing against.” 

Vann and his business, The Vann 
Group of Springfield, a professional ser- 
vices outsourcing company, have spon- 
sored the tournament since its start. And 
it has been held at the club it supports 
since the beginning as well. 

“The George Webb Basketball Tour- 
nament embodies the values of the Boys 
& Girls Club of Chicopee,” Vann said. 
“It’s an even competition for teams of 
boys and girls aged 8 to 13 who have 
varying abilities as ball players.” 


For the second year in a row, Daish- 
any Miller of Chicopee was named the 
club’s Youth of the Year. To achieve the 
title of Youth of the Year, a club mem- 
ber must embody the values of leader- 
ship and service, academic excellence, 
and healthy lifestyles. The Youth of the 
Year serves as a role model for other 
young people in the club and as a repre- 
sentative to the community. 

Drawn to investigate the club in 2014, 
Miller, 19, soon adopted it as a second 
home and learned how to thrive as a 
leader. “It takes strength to fit in and 
courage to stand out,” Miller said. “The 
club is there for me and encourages me 
to take the steps I need to strive to be a 
better version of myself.” 

Vann said the tournament has al- 
lowed thousands of young people to ex- 
perience the safe haven that is the Boys 
& Girls Club of Chicopee, play a sport 
and develop values that will last them a 
lifetime. 

The club has a mission to fill the gap 
between school and home. According to 
a national organization called the After- 
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school Alliance, every day, 362,312 chil- 
dren in Massachusetts leave school with 
nowhere to go with an adult present. 

The club offers activities, resourc- 
es, supportive relationships with peers 
and adults and programs that can be 
life-changing, and it served 1,802 young 
people last year; 358 were members, and 
the other 1,444 were served through 
community outreach programs. 

The Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee 
has two locations in town and 1s staffed 
by 30 adults and 50 volunteers. 

Seventy-one percent of those who are 
nurtured at the club are 12 and young- 
er; the others are teenagers. Of the total 
served, 69 percent are in minority ethnic 
groups and 32 percent are in single-par- 
ent households. 

For more information about 
the tournament, visit bgcchicopee. 
org/george-webb-memorial-basket- 
ball-tournament/. For information 
on sponsorship opportunities, visit 
georgewebbtournament.com or contact 
Ruth Griggs at (413) 727-3354 or email 
her at ruth@rccomms.com. 





Springfield Thunderbirds set for big homestand after OT win 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (30-24-2-0) clawed back 
from a 2-0 deficit to stun the Syracuse 
Crunch (26-22-4-5) by a final score of 3-2 
in overtime on Sunday at the MassMutual 
Center. 

After Springfield came up empty on 
two early power play chances in the open- 
ing six minutes, Philippe Desrosiers was 
a busy netminder for Springfield in the 
first period, as Syracuse got shots on the 
T-Birds goalie from all angles, with 18 of 
them to show for in the first 20 minutes of 
the game. 

Unfortunately, Desrosiers’ 18th save 
attempt was the one that came up emp- 
ty with just 2.2 seconds on the clock, as 
Daniel Walcott stole a puck from a T-Bird 


along the left-wing wall before hitting de- 
fenseman Cal Foote 1n the high slot. With 
time ticking down, Foote hit the back of 
the net on the blocker side of Desrosiers to 
give Syracuse a 1-0 lead after the first. 
Defenses tightened in the opening ten 
minutes of the seconds, as the teams jock- 
eyed for offensive chances. The Crunch 
then got their first power play of the night 
at 10:21, and at 12:01, a fortuitous bounce 
off a T-Birds skate came right to Taylor 
Raddysh at the left circle. With plenty 
of room to load up a slap shot, Raddysh 
blasted the puck through Desrosiers on the 
glove side to add to the Crunch lead, 2-0. 
In need of a spirit-lifter, the Thunder- 
birds received just that from Ethan Prow, 
who extended his personal point streak to 


five games at 17:25, as he wristed a puck 
from center point position past the block- 
er side of Syracuse goalie Spencer Mar- 
tin, who had stopped 19 of 20 through 40 
minutes. Rodrigo Abols picked up the lone 
helper, as he won the face-off that imme- 
diately preceded Prow’s eighth goal of the 
year. 

Down a goal heading into the third, the 
Thunderbirds pushed the issue in the Syr- 
acuse zone, and Mason Marchment drew 
a power play as he was taken down at the 
side of the net. At 11:39 of the third, Hen- 
rik Borgstrom tied the score as he roofed a 
short-side wrist shot from the right circle 
thanks to a Jack Rodewald screen in front 
of the net. Prow picked up his second point 
of the night with the primary assist. 


DIVISION 4 BOYS 


With the 2-2 score in tow, both teams 
failed to come up with a power play mark- 
er and the score carried into the overtime 
period. After Desrosiers denied an Alex 
Volkov shot past the two-minute mark of 
the period, Brady Keeper charged up the 
left-wing side, beat a defender to the near 
post, and chipped a forehander over the 
glove of Martin to win it for Springfield at 
2:17 of the overtime. Desrosiers picked up 
the assist on the game-winning tally, Keep- 
er’s second overtime marker of the season. 

Six of Springfield’s next seven games 
will remain inside the MassMutual Center, 
beginning with a tangle on Friday, Feb. 28 
against Bridgeport at 7:05 p.m. 














Round 1 Quarter Finals —_‘ Final Four Finals Champions Finals Final Four Quarter Finals Round 1 
1 Bay State Academy 2 Drury 
(14-6) (13-7) 
Bay State Academy Drury 
8 Duggan Granby Mast Drury 7 Turners Falls 
16-4 lags 10-10 
ie Granb | Franklin Tech 
9 Granb 10 Franklin Tech 
(10-10) . (14-6) 
Monson Monson Hopkins 
4 Monson 3 Hopkins 
(14-6) Vionison | ___ Division 4 Boys Hopkins (13-7) 
"Smith Voke An interesting bracket with varied strengths of 
9-11 schedule for many of the top teams involved. We pick . 
(9-11) Monson Monson to win. They had a tough schedule and won Hopkins 
5 Lenox a lot of games by big scores. They also have Logan 6 Ware 
(12-8) lenox Gerry, who notched 1,000 points this season. Hampden Charter (11-9) 
12 Westfield Tech 11. Hampden Charter 
(9-9) DIVISION 4 GIRLS ae 
Round 1 Quarter Finals —_‘ Final Four Finals Champions Finals Final Four Quarter Finals Round 1 
1 Monson 2 Ware 
(18-2) (15-5) 
Monson Ware 
15 Gatewa 
(10-10) 
8 North Brookfield Monson Ware 7 McCann Tech 
(13-7) (11-9) 
Putnam Pioneer . 
9 Putnam 10 Pioneer 
(11-9) (10-10) 
Monson Monson Ware 
4 Lee 3 Lenox 
(11-9) ies Division 4 Girls Cr (13-7) 
™ 6 St Mar The largest bracket in the tournament with 15 teams 7 = -Duaaan 


qualifying. Monson was by far the best team in the 


cael) Franklin Tech | Division and is our pick to win it all. Ware had another Lenox (10-10) 

5 Franklin Tech great season, and will get to the finals this season 6 Hopkins 
(17-3) Franklin Tech with a big win over Lenox. Hopkins (12-8) 

12. Pathfinder 11 Hampden Charter 
(12-8) (12-6) 
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Turleysports 
Athlete of the Month 


Chris Paquette 


SCHOOL: Quaboag 


& @turleysports E dacebook.com/turleysports 











n Quaboag’s Senior Night game, 
Paquette lead the Cougars in a de- 
feat with 12 points. 
To nominate someone for Athlete of 
the Month, contact Managing Sports 
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at 413- 
283-8393 ext. 258 or send an e-mail 


to gscibelli@turley.com. 
Our Family 


Mo ULTON Cares 


Insurance Agency Inc About Your 
HOME —AUTO-BUSINESS-LIFE  Pameily 


CONGRATULATIONS 
ATHLETE! 


Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Claim Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 


45 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


www.moultoninsurance.com 


Siopeennostecs’ 413-967-3327 ARBELLA 


independent MOFe choices, 
Agent BETTER RATES! INSURANCE 
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Deshean Hutchinson delivers the defense. 
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VOTE from page 9 


tions about whether the system will be 
fair to teams throughout the state. 

Unlike the eastern side of the state, 
many teams in Western Mass. are 
disbursed into leagues with teams in 
multiple divisions. The Walker system 
takes that format into account. 

The meeting is scheduled to begin 
at 9:45 p.m. The MIAA will hear a fi- 
nal presentation from the Tournament 


Management Committee and will hear 
from speakers. According to the press 
release from the MIAA, speakers will 
have limited time to speak, and wish 
for points not to be repeated to keep 
the discussion moving. 

A final vote is expected to take 
place just before 11 a.m. Each mem- 
ber school will have one vote, which 
will come from the member school’s 
principal or their designee, an athletic 
director in some cases. 





WIN from page 9 


shown up to every practice and was at 
every game for Quaboag this year. It 
speaks to his team leadership and his 
want to be there, even if he couldn't par- 
ticipate due to injury. 

“T didn’t know what we were going 
to do, until the players asked me if we 
could put him in for a few seconds,” 
head coach Chris Reilly said after the 
game. “Adam was looking for the last 
ten seconds or something. I didn’t know 
how we were going to do it and in a safe 
manner.” 

Reilly was fearful of making the in- 
jury worse for Bolaske, the crowd want- 
ed to honor their beloved senior. 

In the end. Bolaske did get into the 
game based on a suggestion from a Tan- 
tasqua head coach, Scott Dion. “He 
came up with that idea in the last min- 
ute. That was a class act. I didn’t even 
think it was a possibility. He was the 
one that suggested that in that moment” 
Reilly said. 

The score was lopsided enough that 
Adam was able to get into the game to 
thunderous applause. He was given the 
ball, and both teams allowed him to 
head to the basket and get one last score 
in for his high school basketball career. 

“He is a good shooter. Even though 
he missed that lay-up. He was laughing 
too,” said Reilly. 

It was a moment bigger than the 
competition happening on the court, 
and Tantasqua Head coach Scott Dion 
was all for it. 

“T live in this district. Pve known 
Adam since he was a little guy. I would 
let him go up and down the court all 
day long. It’s a great moment for him 
and his family. It’s well deserved be- 
cause he’s a great kid,” Dion said after 


Will Pieczynski goes in for a layup. 





the game. 

On Wednesday, it was less about the 
basketball game going on, and more 
about honoring someone who really de- 
served the honors. There are moments 
that are bigger than the competition, 
and this was truly one of them. 


PHOTOS BY JACK CASCIO NEAR SMUGMUG. COM 


Alex Worthington jumps high to commandeer this 
rebound. 


OPENER from page 9 


Jenkins. 

The Panthers also struggled a bit of- 
fensively. 

“It seemed like every time we were 
one possession away from tying the 
game or taking the lead, our shot just 
didn’t find the bottom of the net,” added 
Dextradeur. 

After two quarters and trailing 27-21 
at the half, Quabbin was determined to 
chip away at the lead and got a big burst 
from junior Brendan Whitelaw when he 
connected for a three pointer, followed 
by an added point by teammate Shea 
Skowyra on the foul line to get them 
within range, 33-29 with about three 
minutes left in the third. 

“The game was a lot of fun to play 
in and was very competitive,” Whitelaw 
said. “Westboro was a very good three- 
point shooting team and a hard-work- 
ing team.” 

The Rangers continued to fire back, 
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not allowing any Quabbin rush to pull 
their momentum and at one point even 
stretched their lead to ten, with all but 
one player on the roster getting on the 
scoreboard - their biggest point earner 
Jackson Katz with 11. 

“Defensively, Westboro is a strong 
team that has demonstrated they will 
not let a team come back from a big 
lead,” shared Dextradeur. “Their 
strength is team defense and ball pres- 
sure. The press didn’t bother us, but it 
did take time off the clock and limited 
our scoring choices. In addition, we had 
several shot clock violations that hurt us 
in the turnover department.” 

Stats wise, both teams had _ their 
strengths. From the floor, Quabbin shot 
31 percent to Westboro’s 35, but had a 
higher percentage on the free throw line 
(60 percent) and with team rebounds 
(37) to their opponent — 53 percent on 
the line and 29 rebounds. 

Turnovers certainly hurt the Pan- 
thers, as their 18 resulted in 19 Ranger 





PHOTOS BY KAREN A, LEWIS 


Left, Quabbin junior Shea Skowyra jumps for a potential rebound and watches as the first Panther basket of 
the game gets scored by Brendan Whitelaw. Right, Panther senior T.J. Chamberlain is full steam ahead to the 
hoop. Bottom, Quabbin junior Devin Pride hustles on the floor against Westboro. 
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points, compared to eight Ranger turn- 
overs adding only five Panther points. 

And five was the fateful number 
Quabbin just couldn't get past, as Jen- 
kins fourth trey of the day pushed the 
score to 45-40 deep in the fourth, where 
it would stay with three minutes of regu- 
lation time left in the game. 

“Our seniors played their hearts out 
and left nothing on the floor this game,” 
said Dextradeur. “Croix played perhaps 
his best game of his career at both ends 
and Dylan Hoekstra was a factor on the 
defensive side as he always has been. 
I’m very proud and happy for them that 
they earned the right to play in this pres- 
tigious tournament.” 

Dextradeur also recognized senior 
Max Leroux and Hoekstra for being able 
to handle the Ranger pressure and creat- 
ing scoring opportunities, Whitelaw for 
having a bust out game - following be- 
hind high scorer Jenkins with 12 points, 
and Skowyra for helping the team with 
12 rebounds. 


Friday, February 28, 2020 PAGE 13 


“Shea and Connor Geary demon- 
strated that both not only belonged in 
the tournament, but can lead us in the 
future,” said Dextradeur. “Ryan Kowal 
and Devin Pride have really surged the 
last third of the season and performed 
with confidence against Westboro.” 

Looking ahead Jenkins and his team- 
mates are focusing on the big dance, 
hosting the first round of playoff ac- 
tion as the fourth seed against fifth seed 
Tantasqua Friday evening at Quabbin at 
7:00 p.m. 

“As a team we have looked to RALF: 
Recognize, Admit, Learn and Forget the 
game,’ concluded Jenkins. “We have 
had to do this quickly, knowing we have 
another big game coming up, and we 
have to grow from our loss, such that we 
can be better and not lose in the playoffs. 
Tantasqua is a familiar opponent for us, 
having played them a number of times 
in summer and fall leagues. We are ex- 
cited to be able to play in front of our 
home crowd in districts.” 


Reaching readers and homes in 
50 local communities every week. 


Our publications 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Stain one’s hands 

7. Subdivision 

10. A passage to be 
performed slow 

12. Invests in little 
enterprises 

13. Medians 

14. Member of the 
giraffe family 

15. Makes official 

16. Choose in an 
election 

17. Hill or rocky peak 

18. Member of an 
ancient lranian 
people 

19. Crest of a hill 

21. Small, faint 
constellation 

22. Cultivated from 
crops that yield 
oil CLUES DOWN 

2/. The ancient 1. Mental object 
Egyptian sun god 2. Blackbird 


28. Hollywood tough 
guy 

33. Chinese drums 

34. Merits 

36. Indicates center 

37. Increases motor 
speed 

38. Mentally fit 

39. BBQ favorite 

40. Wings 

41. Female parents 

44. Marks left from 
wounds 

45. Soften by soak- 
ing in liquid 

48. They resist au- 
thority (slang) 

49. Formats 

50. Many subcon- 
sciousnesses 

51. Vogues 





10. About Freemason 
11. Taking everything 


12. Famed Czech 
14. Impress into 
17. Boxing term 
18. Marketplaces 
20. Pounds per 


23. Locomotives 
24. Short musical 


Fax: (413) 289-1977 





Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 
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3. Undergarments 

4. Old cloth 

5. One from Utah 

6. Greek goddess of 
the dawn 

7. Become less 
intense 

8. Developed to 
readiness 

9. Defunct phone 
company 


25. Football position 
(abbr.) 

26. Heavyhearted 

29. Denotes 
particular region 

30. Famed NHLer 

31. Ingested too 
much 

32. Formulates 

35. Sino-Soviet block 
(abbr.) 

36. Broad, shallow 
craters 

38. Thick cuts 

40. Breezed through 

41. Breakfast is one 

42. “Rule, Britannia” 
composer 

43. Periodicals 
(slang) 

44. Indian title of 
respect 

45. More (Spanish) 

46. Creation 

47. A loud utterance 


into account 


engineer 


silence 


square inch 


composition 
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Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


ABLE HOME STAIR LIFTS and 
Ramps. Straight and Curved staircas- 
es can be overcome easily by having 
a new or refurbished Stair Lift installed 
locally by Able Home Accessibility in 
West Boylston/ Leicester/ Barre. Call 
800-355-5451 to speak with a local 
technician and see if your stairway can 
be fitted with a new or refurbished Stair 
Lift. Mention this ad and receive an ad- 
ditional $100 off the already low price. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


AUCTIONS 


IMPORTANT DOLL AUCTION 
SATURDAY, February 29th, 2020 
10:00 AM 


Quaboag Country Club 
Palmer Rd., Rt. 32 
Monson, MA 
Visit www.wintergardenauction.com/ 





FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD ior 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. 


SEASONED FIREWOOD (| and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFORMA- 
TION PACKAGE Have your prod- 
uct idea developed affordably by the 
Research & Development pros and 
presented to manufacturers. Call 855- 
380-5976 for a free idea starter guide. 
Submit your idea for a free consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





****** A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


Advertise 
your home 
improvement 
services in our 
classifieds. 
We get results! 





“Gl 





***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 Additions, decks, sheds, ga- 
rage, barns, repairs. Commercial, Res- 
idential, porches, doors, windows. Tim 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
eee ee eee State ss Zips 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L1 Check# 
_sC&EXp. Date — CW 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


[ | 

ee 
Bole 
SI-p 
Coe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 










GRANBY 








Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BELCHERTOWN 


STN BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 

















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
———_—_____———_ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
“ 
y 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


LAWSON PAINTING interior/ exte- 
rior, all aspects of painting. An honest 
25 yrs. experience. Insured and _refer- 
ences. 413-887-9354 Mike 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


CGI C RY 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


Classifieds 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Iree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE:- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Buying? Selling? 
Ou Tees 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 





CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS OF 
BELCHERTOWN is an 83-apart- 
ment, assisted living community, is 
looking for an Activities Assistant to 
work 20 hours a week, primarily Mon- 
day through Friday, but will include 
some weekends and some major 
holidays. Job responsibilities include 
assisting the Activities Director with 
planned activities, leading some daily 
activities and riding with residents to 
local shopping trips. Candidate must 
have a friendly, outgoing personality, 
be dependable and be able to do some 
light physical lifting. Apply in person 
at: 99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 
01007. CORI required. EOE 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL 
SERVICES, INC. 
HHAs, CNAs New higher rates. 
We have offices in West Springfield, 
Palmer & Sturbridge. Please call 
(413)289-9018. 
Denise Galarneau EOE 


Classified Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





hut hee eT , ™ 
ryote ee aM . es 


‘Digital Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


eal coy arstoi>Wr- is e)ale)comiar-imesver-valilvme-lemie 
(o}at= Me) me)0| a el0le)i(er-unreatce 


Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


*RN FOR PALMER/ 
STURBRIDGE AREAS* 
Please email resume to denise @ 


pmshomecare.com 
fax (413)289-9132 or 
call (413)289-9018 
EXCELLENT PAY!!! EOE 





SALEM CROSS INN now hiring 
servers and bartenders. Apply in 
person or online at www.salem- 
crossinn.com 


TOWN OF WARREN 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OPERATOR 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Applica- 
tions for a Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Assistant Chief Operator. Salary is in 
accordance with the Town’s current 

wage Classification plan. 

Applicants must possess a Massachu- 
setts Grade 5 Operators License and 
valid MA Driver's license. 

Job descriptions and applications are 
available at the Warren Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, 2527 Main Street, 
West Warren, MA 01092 The position 
will remain open until filled. 

Warren is an EOE. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
Admission/Concession Workers 
Assistant Camp Directors 
Camp Counselors 
Head Waterfront Director 
Junior Camp Counselors 
Lifeguards 
Looking for several reliable Summer 
Seasonal Employees for our Spec 
Pond Recreational Complex. For appli- 
cation and more information please vis- 
it www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Application 
deadline 3/20/2020 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
BUILDING INSPECTOR/ 
ZONING ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER 
Looking for a reliable Building In- 
spector/Zoning Enforcement Officer. 
For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
Application deadline 3/27/2020 at 4:30 

PM. EOE 


Up 





United Personnel 
UNITED PERSONNEL IS 
seeking 2nd shift Trimming Operators 
for Sanderson Macleod in Palmer. Ide- 
al candidates have longevity in their 
work history and ability to work in a 
fast-paced environment This is a great 
Opportunity to get in on the ground 
level. Please call (413)736-0800 for 

more information 


REAL ESTATE 





COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS 


OFFICE/ RETAIL SPACE Prime lo- 
cation office/ retail space at the corner 
of Main St. and South St. Approximate- 
ly 700 sq. ft. with propane heat and 
Men’s/ Ladies room. $450 per month. 
413-967-7772 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


BONDSVILLE 2.5 BR DUPLEX 
New appliances/ faucets, w/d in bath- 
room, new vinyl floors, vanity/ fixtures, 
hardwood floors/ laminate, fresh, 
neutral paint, new furnace, off-street 
parking, corner/ private yd/ deck, 1/2 
basement/ shelving. 10 minutes to MA 
Pike. No smoking/ pets. Available 4/1 
$1100/mo $207-524-8008 


BROOKFIELD 1 BR 2nd fl, off-street 
parking, $580/ mo + utilities. Must have 
good rental history 413-262-5082 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 


eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 
ei, 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-1217 


WARREN 4 ROOM, 2 BR 2nd fi, 
appliances included, off-street parking, 
large yard, quiet neighborhood. No 
Pets. $800/ mo 1st, last. 508-248- 
6229, cell 774-289-2360 


WEST BROOKFIELD RENOVAT- 
ED 2 BR apt. close to town. Laundry/ 
parking. $900/ mo., utilities not includ- 
ed. Available March ist. 978-479- 
1830 


STORAGE 


COLD STORAGE APPROXI- 
MATELY 2,000 sq. ft. in the center of 
Ware. Call 413-967-7772 $300 per 
month. 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





CIC RY 


Find your community newspaper online: Www.newspapers.turley.com 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Z2O20 
TAX TIME 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


WANT TO KEEP MONEY IN YOUR WALLET? 
AJE Financial Services Can Help You Do Just That! 
* FREE Electronic Filing * FREE Direct Deposit 
* Stress FREE Tax Returns 
Personal & Business Tax Preparation. 
Make Your Appointment Today! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Refurns 
“David The Tax Man" 


6 Tel: 413-289-0058 
<> Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixtyive Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


\Y/Cod (eq ace) a im bed. arcl ale allatclaleltslmets) AU ests 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle itt for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ - 


aa\ Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


| AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


(4135) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01009 


Personal & Small Business 


FAS. 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter,net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 





Federal & All States 


Zz FLA LISS 


TAX Sa eye SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


ms Reg. Prices 


PROVIDER 


To All New Clients ' 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 
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our CONNECTIO 


ON SALE PICK UP OR DELIVERY!!! pwitk FARNg Why call the 
BAD CREDIT...NO CREDIT...NO PROBLEM gh® CO- OP ER Michelle Terry team 
Deluxe Washer * ALL TVS een io sell your home? 


Deluxe Dryer 5 EXIT Real Estate Executives 

Front Load Washer O N SALE = Tink S : 

Dish Washers 99 MATTRESS SALE pring || We have a great marketing plan that includes: 

Deluxe Gas Stove 99 Twin Was $269 a Honie aa fac 

Smooth Top Stove 99 Full Was $399 Plan for your garden & lawn needs! = Ap manera videos 

18 Cu. Ft. Refrigerator...$539.99 Queen Was $599 M2 _ AZ 

SxS Refrigerator 9 PRESEASON _, Seeds, Tools, Fertilizers _ smaeduaeer taut 

Bottom Freezer 22 CuFt $1,199.99 BIKE SALE we and Much More! © ///; \(@ a Andou iuich inake..civedlen call day! 
O% FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS * en x | ‘oe®, oN i, | I\ 


N\ 


BECO Boe eee we Can Help "ALL OF YOUR ANIMAL NEEDS! 908-202-0008 

SZ Es Main St., S, | 

OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 10am- sare oa dan ae i reall 008-885-9343 Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031 ’ YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 
GO TO WHITCOSALES. COM 413-477-6913 = ae 1) <ef=|(-m = tey-[e| 

grOWI an, ~ ~ | Brookfield, MA 01506 

(2 www.hardwickfarmers.net Call MichelleTerry Michelle Terry - Broker/Owner 




















Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM, Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM Set @ 508-735-8744 michelleterryteam.com [E—REE 
Home is not a place, it’s a feeling 


Buy with confidence, Sell with success 
hig Strabane am ARMY Pp WATER FILTRATION — 
CALL ME FOR et 774-200-0225 Start your next move with Stewart! 


A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS WE'RE LOCAL! | Professional Photography 
978-434-1990 * NEW INSTALLATIONS ¢ SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE | Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
DORRINDASELLSHOMES.COM e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE ‘2 ABC TV Show Promotion 
www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com J TURY 21 North Shore-Lovett James Morse - Gell: 774-200-0225 _www.armyofiwaterfiltration.com Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
978-434-1990 | 270 Main St., Spencer Targeted Online Advertising dha! 
BUYING e SELLING ° RELOCATING [R 


: | N IN y comeves, STEWART & STEWART 
F O ROKERAGE 413- 387-8608 2 


2 Ss Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com ¢ StewartandStewartHomes.com 
ar Ons 


Construction Company _incorrorateD | 


























WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 
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A 

Ww ] e Excavation Complete Site Work e Demo © New Home Construction A 

= INTE R IS HERE ° e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand SELKIRK Ultra Temp Pipe Check Ou wit: 
- | e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 

@ ee = e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements Our Prices 

“| LANDSCAPE STONE IN 9 COLORS ¥ 

a s pi Stored in Buildize | RQ RWGUSD ESI Ls On Pipe 

A isabel ea sc ataht is 177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 

=x Construction Stone © Septic Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand * Insulated Chimney Pipe 


413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 


Vr) 


¢ Black Stove Pipe 
¢ Stainless Steel Lining Kits 
¢ Double Wall Pipe 


Presby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Brick Sand © Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Cold Patch 


GORE 
\/ 


F nd 





0 
7, Homeowner Friendly No Minimums (4 fq) 0) 5)//(/i\ 50) \)/ 5 NEWS | ea 
> PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! ~ x Concrete Solutions 
& 98 North Spencer Road, is offering our local businesses 199 East Broadway 
js 4 Route 31N, Spencer, MA $54 an opportunity to advertise at a ae mnaas 
508-885-6100 } / e 
oa eae o4co reduced rate! 











Sand, Gravel & Asphalt eax n= e Business profile - 250 words 


e Photo - yourself, employees 
or building 

e Advertisement - 3 x 6 

ALL FOR ONLY ‘*239 

This special section will run 


in the April 2nd issue of The Ware River News J U VMBALAYA 
& The Journal Register. GUMBO 


AD DEADLINE: MARCH 18, 2020 


Quarter page ad with story (4.75x6) $239 FRIED OKRA 


Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $399 and more delicious Cajun Foods! 
Full page ad with story (9.75x13) $559 Enjoy our wide selection of craft beers! 


E.B. Flatts 


Breakfast & Lunch Daily Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat 
508-867-6643 245 W. Main, E. Brookfield 











KIKK IE 


_www.bondsandandgravel.com Fig 





Meeting the Needs of Pro ee g RETEST MISPAT alike. 


SALES * SERVICE * PARTS * INSTALLATION Contact Dan Flynn 


Turle yo to reserve your space today 
iriey em 413-967-3505 ¢ 413-297-5886 


WWW.TURLEY.COM or dflynn@turley.com 


Find your Husqvarna at: 


— 140 Worcester Road the 
Barre, MA 01005 HIGGINS ENERGY 
Call/Text (978)355-6343 —ALIERNATIVES 


higginspowersports.com Open Mon.-Sat. 








on Family & Cosmetic Dentistry wewdhillontamilydental.com gm 


Dr. Dhillon has been in private practice for more than ten years. 
She has been practicing in Ware since 2010. She is a graduate of Boston University. 
She, along with her dedicated staff, provides a comprehensive range of dental and cosmetic service. 
Same day smile makeovers, same day crowns, implants start to finish, veneers, Botox, dermal fillers, 
root canals, implant supported dentures and wisdom teeth extractions, just to name a few. 
Dr. Dhillon provides exceptional dental care in a warm and comforting environment. 





